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GENERAL INFORMATION 
This high school program planning guide explains the opportunities that the high school offers 
each student. These opportunities are designed in alignment with the school’s purpose 
statement of providing a transformative holistic K-12 education to develop globally-
minded individuals who learn, love, and lead. The high school schedule, activities, curriculum, 
and learning environment are all designed around the things that make high school students 
special. This guide also contains information about the minimum YHIS high school graduation 
requirements and course offerings for students to meet their academic and college goals. As 
students begin choosing courses for next year and beyond, keep in mind that students will 
perform best when a program is selected that includes courses that are personally interesting 
and at an appropriate level of challenge. All students are responsible for taking the time to fully 
understand the high school program and what a course will cover, the prerequisites.    
 
All members of the YHIS team are available to assist students and parents as courses are 
selected for the next academic year. Feel free to contact us.  
 
HEAD PRINCIPAL 
Mr. Samuel Goh 
Office@yhischina.com 
 
SECONDARY LEAD TEACHER 
Mr. Jonathan Van Santen 
Jonathan.VanSanten@yhischina.com 
 
SECONDARY STUDENT CONDUCT COORDINATOR  
Mr. Rick McCarthy 
Rick.McCarthy@yhischina.com 
 
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES 
Mrs. Diana Holden 
Diana.Holden@yhischina.com 
 
COLLEGE COUNSELOR 
Ms. Elina Kim 
Elina.Kim@yhischina.com 
 
External Testing Coordinator 
Mrs. Christina Park 
Christina.Park@yhischina.com  
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Purpose Statement 
YHIS is committed to preparing students for college and beyond. Yantai Huasheng International 
School is committed to providing transformative, holistic K12 education to develop globally-
minded individuals who learn, love, and lead.  
 
Curriculum 
YHIS offers an American-based curriculum that follows the AERO standards. The curriculum has 
an international focus and provides a solid foundation in both education and character. Our 
curriculum prepares students to achieve their goals and to impact their communities around 
the world. English is the main language of instruction. Core courses include English Language, 
Science, Math, Social Studies and Fine Arts and a strong character development and student 
Leadership Program. Students are also required to take electives as part of a broad-based 
international education. 
 
At the High School level, students meet challenges and drive changes. The focus of the High 
School program is engaging them in authentic learning activities that equip them with the 
knowledge, skills, and creative and innovative thinking. The 2021–22 school year will bring 
several changes to YHIS. YHIS is excited to offer new courses, new programs for students. This 
includes new AP® courses, electives, and iSC programs that are designed to prepare students 
for the opportunities and challenges of the 21st Century.  
 
Curriculum Review 
As part of the iSC system of schools, subject is reviewed on a five-year cycle, to ensure that the 
standards are current, relevant and meaningful for college and career readiness. A thorough 
review process is conducted over a period of time in five stages. Each school year, two to three 
subject areas are reviewed at the iSC-China level. Selected individuals from all iSC- China schools 
participate in the curriculum review.  
 
Accreditation and Association 
YHIS received accreditation by AdvancED (Cognia) in June of 2019. AdvancED (Cognia) is a 
merger of three U.S. regional accreditation association recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education. The three accreditation associations are the North Central Association Commission 
on Accreditation and School Improvement (NCA CASI) and the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement (SACS CASI), and the Northwest 
Accreditation Commission (NWAC).  
 
YHIS is also proud to be a member of the International Schools Consortium (iSC). iSC has served 
the multinational community in China since 1986 and is a system of six schools in China and 
one school in UAE: Chengdu, Qingdao, Tianjin, Wuhan, Wuxi, Yantai, and Ras Al Khaimah.  
 
International Schools Consortium 
As part of the iSC network of schools, our High School students have a variety of opportunities 
to travel around China and beyond for various tournaments, performances and competitions. 
For example, YHIS provide opportunities for students to take part in sports tournaments in 
basketball, volleyball and soccer.  In terms of competitions, we provide opportunities for 
students to take part in Science Fairs, Model United Nations, etc. We believe that these 
opportunities are invaluable towards a full High School experience. 
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Secondary School Daily Schedule 
A secondary school life at YHIS is enriching and vibrant. Below is a sample schedule of a typical 
day in high school.  
  

TIME CLASS/ACTIVITY 
8:00 – 9:30 Class 1, 2 

9:34 – 11:04 Class 3, 4 
11:08 – 11:51 Class 5 
11:55 – 12:15 Advisory 
12:19 – 12:59 Lunch 

1:03 – 2:33 Class 6, 7 
2:37 – 3:20 Class 8 
3:30 - 4:45 After-School Activities/Athletics 
5:15 - 6:30 Optional After-School Study Program 

 
Advisory Program 
The Advisory program is a daily part of the schedule. The program seeks to ensure that every 
student is cared for and guided as well as to build relationships with a consistent set of peers 
and an advisor. The advisory group is made up of students across grade levels, so that students 
constantly have a group that they can build the connection with. Every day, students meet for 
20 minutes with their advisor, and they consider questions for their personal growth. Students 
are also encouraged to set personal goals for themselves, and the advisor checks in on those 
goals to ensure that students are on track. 
 
Technology in Learning 
Secondary students are provided with an email account, Microsoft Office365 account, and 
access to Canvas, a Learning Management System in which students are assigned work and in 
which they use to submit their work electronically. Parents will have access to courses via 
observer accounts in Canvas. We desire for our students to be prepared not only for High 
School but also for the world. As such, our learning environment is centered around authentic 
real-world tasks and requires a high degree of critical thinking and collaboration, together with 
high technological competence.  
 
Microsoft Outlook serve as the predominant means for communication between educators, 
parents/guardians, and students; other Office® tools included in students’ Microsoft 365 
accounts provide the software needed for students to interact with Canvas.  
 
In addition, Zoom serves as the software for synchronous classes and interactions.  
These tools help students organize their time, interact with learning materials, communicate 
their learning, connect with classmates and educators, check their grades, and participate in 
social activities.  
 
Students are expected to use all technology resources in a responsible and ethical manner, 
consistent with the purpose, vision, and values of iSC, and in compliance with the students’ 
internet service providers and with the appropriate national and local laws. All students are 
required to agree to the acceptable use of technology document, before their first day of 
school. 
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Co-Curricular Activities 
An important part of any secondary school experience is the co-curricular activities. At YHIS, we 
seek to develop well-rounded students through a wide range of academic and extracurricular 
activities. Through the iSC system of schools, students compete in basketball, volleyball, and 
soccer tournaments, as well as music and choral festivals, and Model United Nations (MUN) 
conventions. The school also offers activities such as Kids Read, ceramics club, 
newspaper/yearbook club, band club, and student council.  
 
Co-curricular activities can play a big part in distinguishing a student from other applicants, with 
quality and commitment being much more important than quantity. Colleges are pleased to see 
students who are passionately committed to a few activities. Leadership positions demonstrate 
commitment and say something positive about the student.  
 
College Preparation 
At YHIS, we see college as an important next step for our students as they move toward 
becoming global influencers. We provide career counseling services to all secondary students 
(middle and high school) to help them evaluate their strengths, aptitudes, and interests as they 
consider their future career path. We hold an annual Career Fair where experts from a variety of 
fields come and share about their career experiences with our students. Students go on field 
trips to local businesses to help students explore a variety of careers and experience what the 
workplace is like.  
 
As students move from middle school into high school, career counseling shifts to college 
counseling as students begin to consider attending a university. With college admission officers 
visiting YHIS each year, the college counselors are well versed on what students need to do to 
maximize their chances of admission. A sequential plan of activities has been put in place to 
help both parents and students to navigate the selection and application process. YHIS also 
offer one-on-one college counseling, seminar classes for high school juniors and seniors, and 
SAT and TOEFL preparation to assist them in that process. We also monitor student progress in 
both academics and standardized testing to provide support as needed.  

As a SAT® and AP® testing center, YHIS offers the full suite of assessments by the College 
Board.  

 
 
Our goal is for all students to decide a field of study that suits their future career goals and for 
them to be well-prepared university candidates.  

Colleges want to admit students who are happy and successful in high school because that 
predicts they will be equally happy and successful when they arrive on campus. To improve the 
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chances of college admission, high school students should focus on having a great high school 
experience. 

Standardized Testing  
Students in Grades 9-10 will participate in the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) Growth 
testing in the fall and spring. These tests have no bearing on a student’s GPA or academic 
standing. They simply allow the school to see where all students are academically in Math, 
Reading, Language Use, and Science. MAP Growth is the most trusted and innovative 
assessment for measuring achievement and growth in K–12 subject areas. It provides our 
teachers with accurate, and actionable evidence to help target instruction for each student or 
groups of students regardless of how far above or below they are from their grade level. It also 
connects to the largest set of instructional content providers, giving educators flexibility in 
curriculum choices.   
 
Using MAP Growth insights, teachers can tailor instruction to challenge every student, whether 
they are below, at, or above grade level. MAP Growth student reports (given to all students and 
parents) also present realistic learning goals by subject areas so that, through a teacher’s 
guidance, students can individually see their progress and be inspired to take charge of their 
own learning.  
 
Student Achievement and Recognition Program  
YHIS is a place where future leaders are nurtured and developed. Each student is challenged to 
grow deeper in their academic progress and character through various classes and extra-
curricular activities offered. This document serves to outline student recognition at YHIS.   
 
 

ADVISORY STUDENT COUNCIL CLUBS SPORTS 
STEM 

(SCIENCE 
FAIR) 

CHARACTER 
AWARDS MAP AWARDS 

Advisory 
group 
leaders  

President 
Vice-President  
Finance Director  
Asst. Finance Director  
Public Relations Director  
Asst. Public Rel. Director  
Service Director  
Secretary Grade Reps  

Club 
President, 
Club Vice-
President  

Captain,  
Co-
Captain  

HS: 1st, 
2nd, 
3rd place, 
Honorable 
Mentions  

iSC9 Qualities 
for Life Award 
across HS  

Excellence Award 
(Met 3/4 Goals AND 
90% or higher on 2 
categories)  
   
Commendation 
Award (Met 3/4 Goals 
OR 90% or higher on 
2 categories)  

 
 
Criteria for Secondary Awards:  

• Principal’s Excellence Award – Given by Principal to one student per grade for excellence 
in academics, leadership, and service.  

• Subject Excellence Award – Given to all students who obtain a 98% (A+) or above in any 
non-AP class. Students in AP classes need to obtain a 93% (A-) or above; Minimum of two 
students needed in class; Given in every subject area  

• Student Leadership Excellence Award – Given to one member of Student Council, or to a 
student who leads others as a positive role model  

• Athletic Excellence Award – Most-Valuable, Most-Improved, Most-Dedicated  
• iSC9 Qualities for Life Excellence Award – Given to one student who has receive a monthly 

iSC9 award in the current year; decided by secondary team.  
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• Volunteer Service Excellence Award – Only given in Service & Leadership, or student has 
clearly demonstrated completed volunteer hours.  

• Progress Excellence Award – Given to student(s) who have displayed tremendous growth 
in English, academics, or socially.  

• PSAT/NMSQT Award - Excellence: In the top 90%; Commendation: In the top 75%  
• Art Excellence Award – Given to a High School student who showcased exceptional ability 

in their semester’s artwork.  
• Accelerated Reader Challenge Award – Given for each AR Challenge that take place 

throughout the year; Given when students meet their reading goal for quiz points.  

 
YHIS Excellence Awards  

 
   FALL  SPRING  

TYPES OF EXCELLENCE AWARD  
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 

HIGH 
SCHOOL  

MIDDLE  
SCHOOL 

HIGH 
SCHOOL  

Principal’s Excellence Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Subject Excellence Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Student Leadership Excellence Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Athletic Excellence Award (Girls/Boys)  Soccer  Volleyball  Basketball  
Soccer/ 

Basketball  

iSC9 Qualities for Life Excellence Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Volunteer Service Excellence Award   Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Progress Excellence Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

PSAT/NMSQT Award  
(Excellence and Commendation)  N/A  No  N/A  Yes  

Art Excellence Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Accelerated Reader Challenge Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

 
 
 
Student Recognition - Honor Roll   
• At YHIS, we value all-around academic excellence and recognize students that have 

displayed an outstanding set of results. Each semester, high school students who achieve 
excellent grades will be placed on the High Honor Roll or Honor Roll. 

• For High School students: to be placed on the High Honor Roll, a student must receive a 
GPA of 3.8 or higher. To be placed on the Honor Roll, a student must obtain a GPA of 
between 3.4 to 3.79.  

• For High School, students can only qualify for the honor roll if they have not obtained a “D” 
grade or an “F” grade in any course throughout that semester.   
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YHIS Scholar Awards  
Students may qualify for the scholars program from the start of their 11th grade year and is 
valid for juniors and seniors. The Scholars Award is intended to honor students that have and 
continue to maintain a high level of academic excellence and contributions to the school. These 
expectations on the recipient are purposeful in ensuring that students continue to grow 
throughout the process of High School. The Scholars Award can be terminated if the following 
criteria are not met:   
• Falling below a 3.8 Cumulative GPA at the end of the junior year of High School  
• Serious disciplinary issues  

 
 
 
Locker System   
High school students are assigned a locker in the Secondary hallway and are given a 3-digit 
combination. The locker information is given to students when they receive their class schedule 
each year. This combination should not be shared with any other student. If a student forgets 
their locker combination, they can email or speak with Director of Student Services. The school 
keeps a record of assigned lockers in the Student Services office and a list of lock 
combinations.   
 
The lockers remain the property of the school and may be inspected at any time. Any damage, 
except for ordinary wear, may be charged to the student. The school is not responsible for any 
items lost or stolen from a student’s locker. All personal items go in the locker, not on the floor 
or in the hallway.   
 
While we understand that students want to be close to their friends, we cannot re-assign 
lockers to accommodate these sorts of changes. We will, however, always accommodate 
students in special circumstances. Students, or their parents, are asked to contact the Director 
of Student Services for these requests.  
  
Students are:  

• expected to only use the locker that has been assigned to them  
• NOT to share their lock combination with anyone  
• responsible for keeping their locker clean and neat  
• expected to report any damage  
• NOT to write or draw on the inside of the locker  
• responsible for the contents of the locker assigned to them  
• NOT to use any locker that has not been assigned to them  
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Hallway  
Hallways can be crowded during peak times. For the safety and comfort of others, you should 
not run, shout, or play in the hallways. There are designed spaces for being active and playing 
games. Also, work with those that have a locker around you so everyone can get what they 
need and get to their next class.  
  
Lunchtime 
Our specially crafted, three menu options provide students and staff with a variety of fresh and 
nutritious lunch choices. Working closely with the cafeteria management company, Dong Tai 
Food Services, the school led an intensive review of the lunches offered from September 
through December 2020. The school created a set of food guidelines following the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans, and used multiple stakeholders’ feedback to redesign the Korean, 
Western, and Chinese menu options. Today, signature dishes such as beef burgers, bibimbap, 
and spaghetti bolognese incorporate whole grains, more vegetables, healthier oils, and 
authentic ingredients.  
   
The lunchtime is yours to keep by being polite to your peers and staff, calmly enjoying your 
food at a table, and cleaning up after yourself when finished. Unless you have permission from 
an adult, all food should remain in the cafeteria. You also have free time during the forty-five- 
minute lunch period. Please remain in the supervised during this time.  
   
Counseling Services  
We want you to feel safe and supported as you journey through your time at YHIS. Our socio-
emotional and guidance counselors are here to support you. The counselors help with a variety 
of issues, including college applications, preparation for the transition to middle/high school, 
and are also resources for assistance on growing as an adolescence. Whether it’s a 
disagreement with friends, anxiety over schoolwork, or a problem at home, the school 
counselor can provide guidance, and you are always welcome to make an appointment.  
   
School Supplies and Uniforms  
The teachers will provide classroom supplies, though students can also bring from home. 
The SharkStop is a one-place center where students can get their uniforms and buy additional 
supplies. The store is open before school from 7:50 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. at break, during lunch, or 
after school until 4:15 p.m.   
   
Parent-Student Handbook  
Please refer to the 2021-2022 Parent-Student Handbook and the Transportation Handbook for 
more school-wide information about after school campus hours, language policy, cellphones 
and other personal belongings, and transportation.  
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TIME MANAGEMENT TIPS 
 

1. Make a "to do" list every day. Put things that are most important at the top of your list 
and do them first. Use your agenda to track all of your tasks. And don't forget to recognize 
and reward your accomplishments. 
 

2. Use time wisely. Taking time to think and plan is time well spent. If you can get some 
reading done while waiting for an appointment, for example, you'll kill two birds with one 
stone. 
 

3. Know that it's okay to say "no." If your friends ask you to go out on a Sunday night and 
you have an assignment due for class the next morning, realize that it's okay to say "no." 
Keep your short- and long-term priorities in mind, and don't feel pressured to drop your 
plans to please your friends. Planning in advance to spend time with friends and family can 
help, but first you must be convinced that your priorities are important. Once you are 
convinced of that saying "no" gets easier. 
 

4. Work smarter, not harder. You'll study more efficiently if you figure out when you do your 
best work. For example, if your brain handles math better in the afternoon, don't wait to do 
it until late at night.  
 

5. Review your notes daily. You'll reinforce what you've learned, so you need less time to 
study. You'll also be ready the next day if your teacher calls on you or gives a pop quiz. 
 

6. Get a good night's sleep and eat healthy. Running on empty makes the day seem longer 
and tasks seem more difficult. 
 

7. Are text messages, calls, computer usage or video games proving to be a distraction 
from homework or time wasters? If so, manage your time so electronics don't undermine 
your academics. 
 

8. Don't sweat the small stuff! Have you ever wasted an entire evening by worrying about 
something you're supposed to be doing? Was it worth it? Instead of agonizing and 
procrastinating, just do it. If a project seems daunting and you find yourself avoiding it, try 
the "Swiss cheese method": break it into smaller tasks and just do one, or set a timer and 
work on the big task for just 15 minutes. By doing a little at a time, eventually you'll reach a 
point where you'll want to finish. 
 

9. Keep things in perspective. Setting goals that are unrealistic sets you up for failure. While 
it's good to set high goals for yourself to achieve, be sure not to overdo it. Set goals that 
are challenging yet reachable. 

 
Adapted from www.collegeboard.com  
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HIGH SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM & ASSESSMENT 

 
Graduation Requirements  
24 units of high school credit are required for graduation. One-half credit is given for each full 
semester of a course successfully completed in grades 9 through 12. A failing grade does not 
earn any credit. Courses that meet twice per week (for 45 minutes per week) receive 0.25 credit 
per semester. The following credits must be earned towards graduation:  
 
 

Course Number of Credits Required 
English Language Arts 4 
Social Studies 3 
Sciences 3 
Mathematics 3 
Foreign Languages 2 
Physical Education/Health 2 
Fine Arts 1 
Philosophy 3 (Including G12 World View Survey) 
Electives As desired 

 
 
Early Graduation 
Students requesting early graduation must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 and 
completed a minimum of 2 full years of high school study at YHIS. They must be able to 
complete the necessary graduation credit by the end of the 1st semester of the following school 
year. 

 
Students must write a proposal to the Head Principal stating the reasons they are requesting 
early graduation. This proposal must be received by the administration a full year in advance. 

 
Before approval can be granted, the administration will meet with both parents and student to 
inform them of the exact plan the student will need to adhere to. The meeting will also be a 
time for the Administration and parents to share any concerns they have and the possible 
detrimental effect this could have in applying to universities. This plan will need to be signed by 
the parent, student, and Administration. 
 
If approval is granted by the Head Principal, the student will be required to complete 
outstanding credits during the summer. Summer classes must be approved by the Head 
Principal in order to receive credit.  Students will be responsible for all processes and fees 
involved in taking the independent online courses. 
 
If a student desires to participate in the graduation ceremony in June following their early 
graduation, they must confirm that they will be attending prior to their departure from YHIS. 
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Grading Scale  
The standard grading scale for academic work in grades 6-12 is as follows: 
 

A+ 98-100 B+ 88-89 C+ 78-79 D+ 68-69 F Below 60 
A 93-97 B 83-87 C 73-77 D 63-67   
A- 90-92 B- 80-82 C- 70-72 D- 60-62   

 
Grade Point Average & Grading Scales  
A grade point average (GPA) is derived for high school students by ascribing a point value to a 
letter grade as follows: 

 
A+ 4.0 B+ 3.33 C+ 2.33 D+ 1.33 F 0.00 
A 4.0 B 3.0 C 2.0 D 1.0   
A- 3.66 B- 2.66 C- 1.66 D- 0.66   

 
Students enrolled in AP® courses will receive a weighted GPA of 0.66 points more for their 
letter grade of C- or above each semester they are enrolled. 
 
Assessments 
All assessments, assignments, and instruction throughout the school are created to ensure that 
each student is progressing towards mastery of these learning standards. In this way, the 
school as a whole is able to keep track of the learning progress of every student in every 
classroom and respond well to individual student learning needs. 
 
High school students are given cumulative semester exams at the end of each semester during 
final exam week for Math, English, Philosophy, Science, Social Studies, Foreign Language, and 
Physical Education and Health. All students are expected to sit for these exams. Additional 
subjects will have a summative assessment, but it may take the form of a skill assessment, 
project or portfolio. All of these assessments (written or other) will be weighted 20% of the 
semester grade. 
 

Grade Fall Exams Spring Exams 

9th – 12th  All exams cumulative All exams cumulative 

High School 
Grading 

Exams weighted at 20% 
Semester 1 = 100% 

Exams weighted at 20% 
Semester 2 = 100% 

 
Progress Reports  
Parents of secondary students may access student progress reports online at any time via 
PowerSchool throughout the academic year. Teachers update student progress on a regular 
basis.  
 
Incomplete Grades  
A student may be awarded an “incomplete” if work for a specific course has not been 
completed. A student must make up the work within a time period set by the teacher, up to two 
(2) weeks. Otherwise, the missing work will receive an “F.” No incomplete grades may be given 
for the fourth quarter.  
 
AP® (Advanced Placement) Classes 
The AP® Program gives students a chance to pursue college-level work in high school and gain 
valuable study habits. If a student scores a qualifying grade on an AP® Exam, there are 
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thousands of colleges worldwide that will give him credit or advanced placement for his/her 
efforts.  YHIS offers a broad range of certified AP® courses. For more information about the 
AP® program and college credits, please refer to http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/home.  
 
Students in AP® courses will receive a semester final exam in the fall during the regularly 
scheduled exam time and a spring semester exam prior to the AP® exam in preparation for the 
AP® exam. The remaining time in the semester will be used to complete a final project 
determined by the teacher that will summarize the course.  
 
2021-2022 AP® Program 
Our AP course selection for this school year taught on campus includes AP Chinese Language 
and Culture, AP English Literature and Composition, AP Physics C: Mechanics, AP Physics 1, AP 
Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Comparative Government, AP Psychology, AP Environmental Science, 
AP Macroeconomics, and AP Calculus BC. Additional AP courses are often available to take 
online that will be count toward a student’s earned credits. These include AP Statistics, AP 
Physics C: Electricity & Magnetism, AP Computer Science A, and AP Calculus AB. Advanced 
Placement courses have been designed to provide an additional challenge for students wishing 
to learn more about a specific subject area. Courses are taught at the level of a university 
freshman course. Students will receive a weighted GPA of an additional 0.66 credits for grades 
of C or above each semester they are enrolled. 
 
Students in AP classes will receive more homework than they would receive in an honors 
course. Students who are enrolled in an AP course are required to sit for the exam in May 
unless given approval by the Principal. Charges for this test will be paid by the school. However, 
if a student chooses to take an AP test but is not in that AP course, he/she must pay the exam 
fee.  
 
AP classes take significantly more study time than do standard classes. For this reason, YHIS does 
place a limit on the number of AP classes that a student can take during a given year. This number 
excludes exams students choose to study for independently outside of school. The maximum AP 
classes allowed in each grade are: 
  
Grade 12 – 4 AP classes 
Grade 11 – 3 AP classes 
Grade 10 – 2 AP classes 
Grade 9 – Only AP Chinese Language and Culture can be taken. 
 
Independent Studies 
Students are only eligible for independent studies if they have completed all the coursework 
offered by the school in that subject area. Independent studies must be approved by the Head 
Principal.   
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High School Course Plan 2021-2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
High school students are eligible for independent studies if they have completed all the coursework 
offered by the school in that subject area. Independent studies must be approved by the Administration. 
Independent study courses must include a minimum of 50 hours of documented work per quarter.      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
There is a minimum academic requirement of 8 credits per year for G9 and 10 students, and a minimum of 
6 credits per year for G11 and 12 students. In total, students need to acquire at least 24 credits for 
graduation. 
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HIGH SCHOOL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

English Language Courses 
 
English I 
Grade Level: 9 
Length: 1 year  
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) books; McGraw-Hill Study Sync PLUS 
2017; Institute for Excellence in Writing; Shurley Grammar; Prestwick Vocabulary 
Assessments: Projects/Presentations, Essays, Participation, Homework, Quizzes, Exams 
 
English I exposes students to a blend of contemporary and classic literature and informational 
texts that help them to gain an understanding of the importance of feeling empathy for others, 
assuming the responsibilities of leadership, pursuing dreams, and distinguishing between 
different types of love. Exploration of these thematic concepts is paired with instruction and 
learning opportunities designed to help students demonstrate proficiency of Grade 9-10 AERO 
standards, which are divided into four strands (Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking, and 
Language Foundations) and advocates 21st Century college and career readiness. 
 
 
English II 
Grade Level: 10 
Length: 1 year  
Prerequisites: English I or equivalent   
Curriculum Resources: Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) books; McGraw-Hill Study Sync PLUS 
2017; Institute for Excellence in Writing; Shurley Grammar; Prestwick Vocabulary 
Assessments: Projects/Presentations, Essays, Participation, Homework, Quizzes, Exams 
 
English II exposes students to a blend of contemporary and classic literature and informational 
texts that help them to consider how much control we, as well as technology, exert over our 
lives as well as what we share and gain through interaction with others. Exploration of these 
thematic concepts is paired with instruction and learning opportunities designed to help 
students demonstrate mastery of Grade 9-10 AERO standards, which are divided into four 
strands (Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking, and Language Foundations) and advocates 
21st Century college and career readiness. 
 
 
English III 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year  
Prerequisites: English II or equivalent   
Curriculum Resources: Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) books; McGraw-Hill Study Sync PLUS 
2017; Institute for Excellence in Writing; Shurley Grammar; Prestwick Vocabulary 
Assessments: Projects/Presentations, Essays, Participation, Homework, Quizzes, Exams 
 
English III exposes students provide students (just go with whatever the others choose to be 
consistent) with a blend of contemporary and classic literature and informational texts in which 
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students contemplate various themes including courage, curiosity, humility and discernment. 
Exploration of these thematic concepts is paired with instruction and learning opportunities 
designed to help students demonstrate proficiency of Grade 11-12 AERO standards, which are 
divided into four strands (Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking, and Language Foundations) 
and advocates 21st Century college and career readiness. 
 
Creative Writing 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: None   
Curriculum Resources: McGraw-Hill Study Sync PLUS 2017; Institute for Excellence in Writing; 
Shurley Grammar; Prestwick Vocabulary 
Assessments: Projects/Presentations, Essays, Participation, Homework, Quizzes, Exams 
 
This course will challenge each student to become better writers. They will learn to research 
topics and then put that research into an essay or paper form. Students will learn to develop 
stories by studying character and plot development as they focus on producing writing that 
others will want to read. 
 
AP English Language and Composition 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year  
Prerequisites: English II or AP English Literature 
Curriculum Resources: Course and Exam Description Unit Book, College Board 
 
From the AP English Language and Composition Course and Exam Description, this college-level 
course focuses on the development and revision of evidence-based analytic and argumentative 
writing, the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts, and the decisions writers make as they 
compose and revise. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to support their 
arguments. Additionally, they read and analyze rhetorical elements and their effects primarily in 
nonfiction texts—including images as forms of text— from a range of disciplines and historical 
periods. This course aligns to an introductory college-level rhetoric and writing curriculum.     
 
Note: Offered in even-odd (e.g. 2020-2021) school years 
 
AP English Literature and Composition 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year  
Prerequisites: Communication and Composition, World Literature 
Curriculum Resources: Course and Exam Description Unit Book, College Board 
From the AP English Literature and Composition Course and Exam Description, this college-level 
course focuses on reading, analyzing, and writing about imaginative literature (fiction, poetry, 
drama) from various periods. Students engage in close reading and critical analysis of 
imaginative literature to deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to 
provide both meaning and pleasure. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, 
and themes, as well as its use of figurative language, imagery, and symbolism. Writing 
assignments include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays that require students to 
analyze and interpret literary works. This course aligns to an introductory college-level literature 
and writing curriculum. 
 
Note: Offered in odd-even (e.g. 2021-2022) school years  
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Social Studies Courses 
 
Modern World History  
Grade Level: 9 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: World History & Geography, McGraw-Hill, 2014 
Assessments: Classwork, Participation, Quizzes, Unit Assessments, Summative Assessments 
 
This is a year-long, one-credit, survey course designed to delve into the highlights of world 
history from about A.D. 1000 to the end of the 19th century. While it is impossible to adequately 
discuss the history of the entire world in the course of one year, this course will help the student 
to do two things. Firstly, to discern the general shape of a historical period, and secondly to 
deeply explore important ideas, people, events, and inventions (and a few catastrophes), within 
the context of history. This context frames who we are—it is the earlier chapters of the story we 
live, and therefore vital for students to understand. Thus, this course is designed to cultivate a 
curiosity to drive future learning, using the skills of research, interpretation and analysis of 
evidence, construction of arguments, and respectful discussion with others 
 
 
Contemporary World History 
Grade Level: 10 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: Modern World History credit or equivalent 
Curriculum Resources: Curated primary and secondary sources, current events articles 
Assessments: Classwork, Participation, Quizzes, Unit Assessments, Summative Assessments 
 
This is a semester-long, half-credit, seminar course covering key trends in world history from 
1900 to the present. Students will explore the realities and possibilities of the world in which we 
live through extensive readings, student-led seminars, and analysis of historical and current 
events. In this exploration, students will hone their skills of historical analysis and discussion in 
order to examine the key events of the past century—including the World Wars, the Cold War, 
Decolonization, and Globalization—and their influence on our lives today.  
 
 
Contemporary Society 
Grade Level: 10 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: Modern World History credit or equivalent 
Curriculum Resources: Curated primary and secondary sources, current events articles 
Assessments: Classwork, Participation, Quizzes, Unit Assessments, Summative Assessments 
 
This is a semester-long, half-credit course in which students explore major social concepts that 
shaped and are shaping the contemporary world, especially their own spheres of influence.  
These concepts are framed by the AERO Standards and include culture, society, religion, 
institutions, communities and individual identity.  Through the extensive use of current 
readings, class discussions, and student-led seminars students will be equipped to orient 
themselves in a complex social world, and to base their lives and decisions on truth.   
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Government 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 semester 
Curriculum Resources: Curated primary and secondary sources, current events articles 
Assessments: Classwork, Participation, Quizzes, Unit Assessments, Summative Assessments 
 
Government is a part of our lives. It is often an unseen or unacknowledged part of our lives, but 
it is an important part all the same. If you are part of a group of people, it is likely that some 
system or rules are used to make decisions, give responsibilities, manage resources, or even 
define boundaries of the groups existence. This semester-long, half-credit course examines the 
foundations of political structures and also your place within those structures. Equally as 
important as understanding government is knowing what is a virtuous response to and in that 
government. We will do a great deal of “real-life” analysis of government – particularly by 
following current news trends and developments. 
 
Economics 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 semester 
Curriculum Resources: Curated primary and secondary sources, current events articles 
Assessments: Classwork, Participation, Quizzes, Unit Assessments, Summative Assessments 
 
This is a semester-long, half-credit course that will cover both microeconomic and 
macroeconomics concepts and theories. This is a rewarding course designed to help students 
understand the reality of scarcity and the cost of every choice. Students will manipulate supply 
and demand curves to explain the impact of tariffs on world trade. This class will also cover the 
different types of firms including perfectly competitive, oligopolies, and monopolies. Students 
will evaluate the impact of government policy in regulating the business cycle and how it affects 
unemployment and inflation. Finally, students will explore a real-life budget and personal 
finance simulation in which they apply all of their economic knowledge to thrive after their 
school career. 
 
AP World History: Modern 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Modern World History and English I or II 
Curriculum Resources: Wood, Ethel. AP Comparative Government and Politics: An Essential 
Coursebook, 8th Edition, O’Neil, Patrick, Karl Fields, and Don Share. Essentials of Comparative 
Politics with Cases, 5th AP Edition. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2015. 
Assessments: Classwork, Quizzes, Current Events, Performance Tasks/Papers, Unit 
Assessments, and Course Summative Assessment 
 
From the AP World History Course and Exam Description, this course investigates significant 
events, individuals, developments, and processes from 1200 to the present. Students develop 
and use the same skills, practices, and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and 
secondary sources; developing historical arguments; making historical connections; and 
utilizing reasoning about comparison, causation, and continuity and change over time. The 
course provides six themes that students explore throughout the course in order to make 
connections among historical developments in different times and places: humans and the 
environment, cultural developments and interactions, governance, economic systems, social 
interactions and organization, and technology and innovation. 
Note: Offered in even-odd (e.g. 2020-2021) school years 



 

 19 

AP Comparative Government & Politics 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Grade 10 SS credit and English II 
Curriculum Resources: Wood, Ethel. AP Comparative Government and Politics: An Essential 
Coursebook, 8th Edition, O’Neil, Patrick, Karl Fields, and Don Share. Essentials of Comparative 
Politics with Cases, 5th AP Edition. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2015. 
Assessments: Classwork, Quizzes, Current Events, Performance Tasks/Papers, Unit 
Assessments, and Course Summative Assessment 
 
This course is the equivalent to an introductory college course. It focuses on the important 
themes and concepts in comparative government and examines their theoretical and practical 
applications.  Specific case studies will include the United Kingdom, Russia, China, Mexico, Iran, 
and Nigeria.  These countries are taught because they are excellent examples of the six core 
topics of a comparative course. Cross-country comparisons will be made throughout the 
semester.  We will especially take note of current political developments within and between 
these AP6 countries.   
 
Note: Offered in odd-even (e.g. 2021-2022) school years 
 
 
AP Macroeconomics 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Grade 10 SS credit and English II 
 
AP Economics is equivalent to an introductory college course in economics. From the AP 
Macroeconomics Course and Exam Description, this portion of the course is a college-level 
introduction to the principles that apply to an economic system as a whole. The course places 
particular emphasis on the study of national income and price-level determination. It also 
develops students’ familiarity with economic performance measures, the financial sector, 
stabilization policies, economic growth, and international economics. Students learn to use 
graphs, charts, and data to analyze, describe, and explain economic concepts. 
 
 
AP Psychology 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
 
The AP Psychology course will introduce students to the systematic study of the behavioral and 
mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the 
psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with the major fields within 
psychology. Students will also learn about the methods psychologists use in their science and 
practice. 
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Science Courses 
 

Chemistry 
Grade Level: 10 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Algebra I 
Curriculum Resources: Wilbraham, A. C. Pearson Chemistry, Pearson 
Assessments: Tests, Quizzes, Exams, and Daily Work 
 
This one-year laboratory science course is designed to introduce students to a broad base of 
general chemical concepts while relating chemistry to real life experiences. The basic concepts 
include scientific measurement, the history of atomic discovery, bonding, chemical 
nomenclature, reactions, the kinetics of matter, solutions, and acid and base chemistry. 
Students are introduced to laboratory techniques as they learn to use the scientific method to 
make chemistry useful and meaningful. Exploration of these concepts is paired with instruction 
and learning opportunities designed to help students demonstrate mastery of Chemistry AERO 
standards and paired with Next Generation Science Standards. 
 
 
 
Physics 
Grade Level: 9 or 11 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Algebra II or concurrent enrollment in Algebra II 
Curriculum Resources: Hewitt, P. Conceptual Physics, Pearson  
Assessments: Worksheets, hands-on lab investigations, tests, end-of-semester exams 
 
Physics explores the relationship between energy and matter. The major areas of study are 
mechanics, waves, electricity, and magnetism. This course offers students the opportunity to 
apply math to solve real-world problems.  
 
 
 
Biology 
Grade Level: 11 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Assessments: Worksheets, hands-on lab investigations, tests, end-of-semester exams 
 
This one-year laboratory science course is devoted to the study of living systems. It also covers 
the study of relationships amongst organisms and the interaction of organisms and their 
environment. Specific topics include the scientific method of inquiry, cell structure and function, 
cell chemistry, genetics, reproduction and development, evolution, comparative anatomy, and 
ecology. Exploration of these concepts is paired with instruction and learning opportunities 
designed to help students demonstrate mastery of Biology AERO standards and paired with 
Next Generation Science Standards. 
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AP Physics 1 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Giancoli, D. Physics and Scientists and Engineers, Pearson.  
Assessments: Tests, Quizzes, Exams, and Daily Work 
 
This one-year laboratory science course is a trigonometric-based study of physical phenomena 
that will serve as a foundation for understanding the science and technology that shape society. 
Selected topics of study include mechanics, thermodynamics, waves, electrostatics, electric 
circuits, geometric and physical optics, and modern physics. Exploration of these concepts is 
paired with instruction and learning opportunities designed to help students demonstrate 
mastery of these topics.   
 
 
 
AP Physics C: Mechanics 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Geometry, Algebra II, and current or concurrent enrollment in Pre-Calculus 
Curriculum Resources: Giancoli, D. Physics and Scientists and Engineers, Pearson.  
Assessments: Tests, Quizzes, Exams, and Daily Work 
 
The course is intended to be representative of courses normally offered in colleges and 
universities, but it does not correspond precisely to courses at any particular institution. The 
aim of this course is to develop the students’ ability in the fundamental skills of interpreting 
physical information, describing the sequence of steps in analyzing particular physical 
phenomena, and conducting mathematical operations with physical data. 
 
 
 
AP Physics C: Electricity & Magnetism 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Algebra II, and current or concurrent enrollment in Pre-Calculus 
Assessments: Tests, Quizzes, Exams, and Daily Work 
 
The course is intended to be representative of courses normally offered in colleges and 
universities, but it does not correspond precisely to courses at any particular institution. The 
aim of this course is to develop the students’ ability in the fundamental skills of interpreting 
physical information, describing the sequence of steps in analyzing particular physical 
phenomena, and conducting mathematical operations with physical data. 
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AP Chemistry 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Chemistry and Algebra II 
Curriculum Resources: Notes from teachers, Notes from self, Reference books in the library 
(optional), Web resources as directed by the teacher. 
Assessments: Tests, Quizzes, Exams, and Daily Work 
 
From the AP Chemistry Course and Exam Description, this college-level science course cultivates 
students’ understanding of chemistry through inquiry-based investigations, as they explore 
content such as: atomic structure, intermolecular forces and bonding, chemical reactions, 
kinetics, thermodynamics, and equilibrium. 
 
 
 
AP Biology 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Chemistry (or concurrent enrollment in Chemistry) and English I 
Curriculum Resources: Giancoli, D. Physics and Scientists and Engineers, Pearson.  
Assessments: Tests, Quizzes, Exams, and Daily Work 
 
AP Biology is a university level, introductory course. The course centers on four main ideas: 1) 
The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life 2) Biological systems utilize free 
energy and molecular building blocks to grow, reproduce, and maintain homeostasis 3) Living 
system store, retrieve, transmit, and respond to information essential to life processes 4) 
Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex 
properties. Students gain the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, and analytical skills 
necessary to deal critically with the rapidly changing science of biology. 
 
 
 
AP Computer Science Principles 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Algebra II OR concurrent enrollment in Algebra II 
Curriculum Resources: Notes from teachers, Notes from self, Reference books in the library 
(optional), Web resources as directed by the teacher. 
Assessments: Tests, Quizzes, Exams, and Daily Work 
 
From the AP Computer Science Principles Course and Exam Description, this college-level 
course helps students develop computational thinking skills vital for success across all 
disciplines, such as using computational tools to analyze and study data and working with large 
data sets to analyze, visualize, and draw conclusions from rends. The course engages students 
in the creative aspects of the field by allowing them to develop computational artifacts based on 
their interests. Students will also develop effective communication and collaboration skills by 
working individually and collaboratively to solve problems and will discuss and write about the 
impacts these solutions could have on their community, society, and the world. 
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AP Computer Science A 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: ra II or equivalent 
Curriculum Resources: Notes from teachers, Notes from self, Reference books in the library 
(optional), Web resources as directed by the teacher. 
Assessments: Tests, Quizzes, Exams, and Daily Work 
 
From the AP Computer Science A Course and Exam Description, this college-level course 
introduces students to computer science through programming. Fundamental topics in this 
course include the design of solutions to problems, the use of data structures to organize large 
sets of data, the development and implementation of algorithms to process data and discover 
new information, the analysis of potential solutions, and the ethical and social implications of 
computing systems. The course emphasizes object-oriented programming and design using the 
Java programming language. Note: AP Computer Science A is not a laboratory science course. 
 
 
AP Environmental Science 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
 
The AP Environmental Science course is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester, 
introductory college course in environmental science, through which students engage with the 
scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships 
within the natural world. The course requires that students identify and analyze natural and 
human-made environmental problems, evaluate the relative risks associated with these 
problems, and examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. Environmental 
science is interdisciplinary, embracing topics from geology, biology, environmental studies, 
environmental science, chemistry, and geography. 
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Mathematics Courses 
 
 
Geometry 
Grade Level: 9 
Length: 1 year  
Prerequisites: Algebra 1 
Curriculum Resources: enVision Mathematics Common Core Geometry; Savvas Realize online 
Assessments: Homework, Participation, Cumulative Assessment, and Projects 
 

Geometry focuses on the recognition, understanding and use of geometric properties and 
relationships among points, lines, planes, angles, triangles, quadrilaterals, and other polygons 
of Euclidean Geometry. Students complete algebraic, coordinate, and deductive proofs of these 
relationships and study measurements of both two and three-dimensional figures. Students will 
also be introduced to advanced topics such as right triangle trigonometry, which will prepare 
them for Algebra 2 and beyond. 
 
 
 
Algebra II 
Grade Level: 9-11 
Length: 1 year  
Prerequisites: Algebra I and Geometry 
Curriculum Resources: Glencoe Algebra 2, Common Core Edition, McGraw-Hill; enVision 
Algebra 2; Savvas Realize online 
Assessments: Chapter Tests, Mid-Term and Final Exams, Strategic Questioning, Daily 
Homework, Mid-Chapter Quizzes 
 
Algebra II expands on the topics started in Algebra I. Students learn how to work with and 
graph functions, solve linear equations and systems, quadratic functions, and exponential and 
logarithmic functions. The course introduces students to series, conic sections, introductory 
probability and statistics, matrices, and trigonometric functions. 
 
 
 
 
Pre-Calculus 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Length: 1 year  
Prerequisites: Algebra II or equivalent 
Curriculum Resources: Carter et al, Glencoe Precalculus, McGraw-Hill; Khan Academy 
Assessments: Worksheets, tests, end-of-semester exams 
 
Pre-Calculus focuses on the development of the student’s ability to understand and apply 
functions and advanced mathematics concepts to solve problems. The course includes a 
rigorous, in-depth study of polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric 
functions. It also covers conic sections, polar coordinates, sequences and series, an introduction 
to limits, derivatives, and integrals as well as probability and functions of random variables. The 
course provides the necessary skills and background for both AP Calculus and AP Statistics. 
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Emphasis is placed on active participation through modeling, experiments, technology lab 
activities, group activities, and communication in mathematics. 
 
 
 
AP® Calculus AB 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year  
Prerequisites: Pre-Calculus 
Assessments: Worksheets, tests, end-of-semester exams 
 
AP Calculus AB covers topics in differential and integral calculus these areas, including concepts 
and skills of limits, derivatives, definite integrals, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. 
You’ll learn how to approach calculus concepts and problems when they are represented 
graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally, and how to make connections amongst these 
representations. You will learn how to use technology to help solve problems, experiment, 
interpret results, and support conclusions. Description from AP College Board. 
 
 
 
AP® Calculus BC 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year  
Prerequisites: Pre-Calculus 
Curriculum Resources: Openstax Calculus textbook; Korpisworld worksheet; Khan Academy 
Assessments: Worksheets, tests, end-of-semester exams 
 
AP Calculus BC extends the content learned in AB to different types of equations and introduces 
the topic of sequences and series. This course covers topics in differential and integral calculus, 
including concepts and skills of limits, derivatives, definite integrals, the Fundamental Theorem 
of Calculus, and series. You will learn how to approach calculus concepts and problems when 
they are represented graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally, and to make 
connections amongst these representations. You will also learn how to use technology to help 
solve problems, experiment, interpret results, and support conclusions. Description from AP 
College Board. 
 
 
 
 
AP® Statistics 
Grade Level: 11-12 
Length: 1 year  
Prerequisites: Pre-Calculus or concurrent enrollment in Pre-Calculus 
Assessments: Worksheets, tests, end-of-semester exams 
 
From the AP Statistics Course and Exam Description, this college-level course introduces 
students to the concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. 
There are four themes evident in the content, skills, and assessment in the AP Statistics course: 
exploring data, sampling and experimentation, probability and simulation, and statistical 
inference. Students use technology, investigations, problem solving, and writing to reveal 
understanding. 
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Foreign Language Courses 
 
*Students taking Chinese classes are given proficiency tests each year to determine their 
appropriate course level.  
 
HS Chinese Novice 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Placement test/Teacher interview 
Curriculum Resources: Chinese Made Easy Series 
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Assessments: Classwork, Quizzes, Performance Tasks/Papers, Unit Assessments, and Course 
Summative Assessment 
 
Chinese Novice Class is a Novice level class designed for students who recognize a few letters or 
characters and learned words and phrases or at the beginning of the Chinese language. This 
course aims to help students lay a solid foundation in Chinese and cultivate students to use 
accurate and appropriate language in real life and express their thoughts and views logically 
and methodically. Students will learn to communicate on very familiar topics using a variety of 
words and phrases that have been practiced and learned, connect Chinese vocabulary with 
other subject areas. 
 
 
HS Chinese Intermediate 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Placement test/Teacher interview 
Curriculum Resources: Chinese Made Easy Series 
Assessments: Classwork, Quizzes, Performance Tasks/Papers, Unit Assessments, and Course 
Summative Assessment 
 
This course is designed for students who have learned Chinese for at least one year, have 
mastered some basic Chinese words, and have Intermediate language ability. At this stage 
students will learn more new words and begin systematic grammar learning. In this course, 
students will improve their oral, writing and public speaking skills by conducting thematic 
surveys and report, during which students will learn more about China. The course will also 
provide students with a wealth of reading resources to improve their reading skills. More than 
language learning, this course also allows the students to experience Chinese culture through 
cooking, making Chinese crafts, playing Chinese traditional fun games, and so on. 
 
 
AP Chinese Language and Culture 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: has passed the proficiency test of Intermediate Chinese or equivalent, for 
instance, HSK 4 
Curriculum Resource: Harvest Intermediate Chinese, Excerpt of Chinese literature books, 
newspaper, movie clips. 
Assessments: Classwork, Quizzes, Performance Tasks/Papers, Unit Assessments, and Course 
Summative Assessment 
The AP Chinese Language and Culture offered in high school is designed to be comparable to 
fourth semester (or the equivalent) college or university courses in Mandarin Chinese. It is a 
rigorous course that interweaves knowledge of Chinese culture with Chinese language learning. 
It prepares students to demonstrate the level of their Chinese proficiency across the three 
communicative modes, which are interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational, and the five 
goal areas, which are communication, Cultures, Comparisons, Communities and Connections. It 
aims at providing students with ongoing and varied opportunities to further develop students’ 
proficiencies across the full range of language skills in a culturally rich context. 
 
 
HS Chinese HSK Prep 
Grade Level: 9-12 
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Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: has past HS Chinese Intermediate proficiency test or equivalent, for instance, 
HSK 4 
Curriculum Resources: HSK Standard Course Textbooks 
Assessments: Classwork, Quizzes, Performance Tasks/Papers, Unit Assessments, and Course 
Summative Assessment 
 
The purpose of this course is helping students to develop their Chinese language levels in 
listening, reading, writing, speaking and translating. Throughout the class, students will be 
given varies ways and opportunities to meet this goal. Students will also have chance to have a 
deep immersion into Chinese culture by different topics. 
 
 
Spanish II 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Spanish I 
Assessments: Homework, Classwork, Tests/Quizzes, Participation, Final Exam 
 
Spanish II is a class designed to continue introducing students to the Spanish language and 
culture. By the end of this course, students should be able to follow basic commands, count 
from 1-1000, talk about sports, chores, daily routines in the present progressive tense, and 
conjugate verbs using the simple preterite tense. Students will also be able to talk about health 
and parts of the body, as well as be able to make comparisons in Spanish. 
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Physical Education & Health Courses 
 
Health and Wellness I 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year (Physical Education: 75% time, Health: 25% time) (offered every year)  
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: SPARK High School PE, SPARK Healthy Lifestyle Choices  
Assessments: ACE Grades, Skills Tests, Fitness Test, Written Tests 
 
The purpose of this course is to partner with Health and Wellness II to teach students the 
necessary physical skills, knowledge and personal-social attributes needed to maintain a 
healthy and active lifestyle. Times of skill development are used to make students more 
successful at a variety of physical activities. Activities include volleyball, team handball, flag 
rugby, jogging, badminton, weight training, and fitness activities. These skills are intended to 
help students discover activities they wish to pursue after high school. The course also includes 
one health day every week, which is intended to give students the necessary skills to make 
healthy choices. These health days will include lecture, discussion, laboratory, and investigative 
settings. Topics include fitness, sports participation, methods of training, spiritual health, health 
and skill-related fitness, tobacco, drugs, alcohol, skeletal and muscular system, and sports 
injuries/first aid. Students will also undertake a personal exercise program during the 2nd 
quarter, which requires researching, planning, and undertaking a program to improve an 
aspect of either their physical or skill-related fitness. 
 
 
Health and Wellness II 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year (Physical Education: 75% time, Health: 25% time) (offered every year)  
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: SPARK High School PE, SPARK Healthy Lifestyle Choices  
Assessments: ACE Grades, Skills Tests, Fitness Test, Written Tests 
 
The purpose of this course is to partner with Health and Wellness I to teach students the 
necessary physical skills, knowledge, and personal-social attributes needed to maintain a 
healthy and active lifestyle. Times of skill development are used to make students more 
successful at a variety of physical activities. Activities include volleyball, badminton, Ultimate 
Frisbee, soccer, weight training, fitness activities, football, and flag rugby. These skills are 
intended to help students discover activities they wish to pursue after high school. The course 
also includes one health day every week, which is intended to give students the necessary skills 
to make healthy choices. These health days will include lecture, discussion, laboratory, and 
investigative settings. Topics include wellness, fitness, cardiovascular system, respiratory 
system, nutrition, weight management, sexual health, psychological health, environmental 
health, spiritual health, infectious diseases, and cancer. 
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Philosophy Courses 
 
Introduction to Philosophy 
Grade Level: 9 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Big Ideas Simply Explained by DK Publishers 
Assessments: Classwork, Discussions, Unit Assessments, Course Summative Assessments 
 
Students will develop an understanding of basic philosophical methods and ideas, including 
their origins and relevance. They will solve philosophical problems and explore the philosophy 
expressed in ancient literature. 
 
 
 

Applied Ethics 
Grade Level: 10 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Big Ideas Simply Explained by DK Publishers 
Assessments: Classwork, Discussions, Unit Assessments, Course Summative Assessments 
 
Students will examine contemporary ethical issues from different points of view, with an 
emphasis on the biblical perspective. Students will research the issues to determine what they 
believe and why they believe it. 
 
 
 

Service & Leadership 
Grade Level: 10 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Standing With the Vulnerable by Gil Odendaal, Do Hard Things by Alex 
and Brett Harris 
Assessments: Service Hours Participation, Presentations and Projects, Essays, Service 
Reflection Journal, and Exams 
 
Service & Leadership is a one-semester Philosophy elective course for upper level high school 
students operating on two parallel tracks. The first engages students with relevant materials 
that will inform and challenge their worldviews. The second requires students to participate in 
practical service projects at multiple levels to gain insight into service and leadership. 
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World Religions 
Grade Level: 11 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: None 
Assessments: Classwork, Discussions, Unit Assessments, Course Summative Assessments 
 
World Religions prepares students to be a world citizen who can dialogue civilly with people 
from other belief systems, cultures and religions. This course includes a detailed examination of 
many of the world’s religions. Religion is defined as a story with its accompanying beliefs about 
what is real that unifies a person’s life, giving it meaning and determining its course of action. 
So defined, a religion is seen as a person’s worldview and unifying narrative. 
 
 
 

Worldview Survey and Development 
Grade Level: 12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Assessments: Presentations and Projects, Essays, and Exams 
 
Students will analyze major worldviews and religions using a critical and comprehensive 
approach. The goal is to seek truth and evaluate for internal logical consistency. Ultimately, 
students will fully explore their own personal worldview, articulate it clearly, and defend it 
before an audience. 
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Fine Arts 
 
HS Choir 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Sing at First Sight: Beck, Surmani & Lewis, Alfred Publishing Co, inc. 
Assessments: Choir Participation, Quizzes, Classwork and Singing Tests, 
Theory/History/Listening/Composition Projects, Concert Attendance, Reflection and Exams 
 
HS Choir is a course that provides musical training and development in a choir community. It is 
a place where students come together to experience the joy of singing together! In this course 
students will learn sight-reading skills and healthy vocal technique such as vocal breathing and 
intonation. Special attention will also be given to the unique aspects of choral singing such as 
articulation, vowel shapes, and ensemble balance. The singers learn basic music theory and 
explore a variety musical styles and languages throughout the year. Spring Semester includes a 
trip to the ISC Fine Arts Festival in Tianjin for HS Choir. YHIS choirs perform twice each year in 
the Christmas and Spring school concerts. 
 
 
 
HS Band I 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
 
HS Band allows students to learn how to play a specific instrument throughout the school year. 
The school will provide instruments if the students do not wish to bring their own. Students will 
learn about music theory, music history, and general band concepts. Spring Semester includes 
a trip to the ISC Fine Arts Festival for HS Choir. 
 
 
 
HS Band II 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Band I 
 
HS Band II can only be taken after Band I. This course allows students to become more 
proficient at playing a specific instrument throughout the school year. The school will provide 
instruments if the students do not wish to bring their own. Students will learn about music 
theory, music history, and general band concepts. Spring Semester includes a trip to the ISC 
Fine Arts Festival for HS Choir. 
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HS Art 1 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Annotated Mona Lisa, Internet art sites 
Assessments: Quizzes & Tests, Performance, Participation, Writing and Journaling 
  
Students will apply design principles learning to draw, paint, print making, and 3D artwork. 
They will create unique art, analyze what makes art good, curate art for protection and display, 
and connect art worlds to modern culture. 
 
HS Drawing 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisite: HS art 1 
Assessments: Written Tests, Performance Evaluation, and Drawing Portfolio 
 
Students will learn the fundamental skills of drawing and assessing drawings, line, mark 
making, surface selection, space, light/shadow, and composition.  
 
HS Ceramics 1 and 3D Design 
Grade Level: 10-12 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: HS art 1 
Assessments: Studio Habits, Written Reflections. Performance Evaluations, Vocabulary and 
Knowledge Tests.  
 
Students will explore 3D design through clay making. The students will learn the properties of 
clay, potential industrial uses, the making process and stages, basic chemistry of clay and 
glazes. 
  
AP Art  
Grade Level: 10-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: 2 years of HS art or teacher recommendation 
Assessments: Quizzes & Tests, Performance, Portfolio Submission, Writing and Journaling 
  
Required Skills: 
Skill 1: Inquiry and investigation 
Skill 2: Making through practice, experimentation and revision 
Skill 3: Communication and reflection 
 
Tasks: 
1. Selected works (5 of your best works) 
 
2. Sustained investigation (15 images)  
The images can be process images, sketchbook practice, experimentation and finished works.  
 
These tasks will be scored separately and differently. However, you may work on both tasks at 
the same time and you may use completed works from the sustained investigation in the 
selected works.  
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Electives Courses 
 
 
Computer Language 
Grade Level: 9-11 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: ISTE Standard 
Assessments: Projects with Source code Engineering Note, Projects, Class Participation, and 
Quizzes/Tests 
 
This course is aimed at exposing students to the ‘text coding’. Coding, the language of the 
future, is used in every piece of technology. Intro To Coding is intended for students with no 
previous background and teaches how to code in a fun and accessible way. Through a series of 
learning “modulus”, including example code, programming challenges, and applied 
programming exercises/projects, this course teaches the foundations of Computer Science. The 
course, which is taught in C#, equips students with the text programming fundamentals to 
learn any programming language. The course focuses on the problem solving and critical 
thinking skills required to properly code, skills that will benefit students in all of their future 
endeavors. 
 
 
Food Science 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Assessments: Classwork, Homework, Projects, Participation, Final Assessments 
 
This course will introduce the discipline and profession of food science through an overview of 
food composition, commodities, food quality and deterioration, food preservation, and product 
development. 
 
 
Business Entrepreneurship 
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Assessments: Classwork, Homework, Projects, Participation, Final Assessments 
 
Engaging students in the creation and management of a business and the challenges of being a 
small business owner will be fulfilled in this course. Various forms of technologies will be used 
to expose students to resources and application of business principles for starting, operating 
and maintaining a business. Professional communication skills and practices, problem-solving, 
ethical and legal issues, and the impact of effective presentation skills are enhanced in this 
course to prepare students to be college and career ready. Employability skills are integrated 
into activities, tasks, and projects throughout the course standards to demonstrate the skills 
required by business and industry.  
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Junior Seminar 
Grade Level: 11 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: CollegeEd 11/12: Career Planning and College Exploration Program 
Assessments: Classwork, Homework, Projects, Participation, Final Assessments 
 
Junior Seminar is a course designed to prepare 11th grade students for the college application 
process. This class will be highly personalized, as each student pursues their own college plans. 
Topics include SAT preparation; TOEFL preparation; the Korean university system; American 
university system, including personal statements, essays, and resumés. 
 
 
Senior Seminar 
Grade Level: 12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: CollegeEd 11/12: Career Planning and College Exploration Program 
Assessments: Classwork, Homework, Projects, Participation, Final Assessments 
 
Senior Seminar is a course designed to prepare 12th grade students for the college application 
process and college life. This class will continue to help students prepare for the SAT and TOEFL. 
Students will also learn about life skills, such as personal finance, goal setting, time 
management, and self-care. 
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APPENDIX I: FOUR-YEAR PLANNING CHART 
 

Department 
Grade 

9 
Grade 

10 
Grade 

11 
Grade 

12 
To 

Graduate 
College 

Recommendation 
Total 

Earned 

English 
Language 

Arts 
    4 4  

Social 
Studies 

    3 3-4  

Sciences     3 3-4  

Mathematics     3 4  

Foreign 
Languages 

    2 3-4  

Physical 
Education/ 

Health 
    2 2  

Fine Arts     1 1  

Philosophy     

3 
(Including 
G12 World 

View 
Survey) 

  

Electives     As desired   
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